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5-116 ORLEANS EAS.800 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 5130 State Highway 
Historic Name: Robert R. & Jennie A. Horton House 
Uses: Present: commercial 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1884 
Source: deeds, historic newspapers 
Style/Form: Stick/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: George Gill, builder 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Cottage, early 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Entry porch enclosed, 2"¢-sty deck added, 
casement windows added, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.60 


Setting: The house is situated on the State Highway amid 
dense roadside development comprised of historic 
properties, more recent summer cottage development and 
commercial buildings. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Robert R. & Jennie A. Horton House, built in 1884 is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling converted to a 
commercial use in the late 20" century. It has a crosswing plan configured as a cruciform with steep gables with deep eaves and 
trusswork at the tops. An entry porch on the south side of an attenuated front-gable wing has been enclosed and incorporated 
into the plan. The front gable fagade contains a bay window on the first story and a pair of windows above. All windows have 
been converted to contain single-pane casements. The cross-gable wing on the south side has a fagade with a pair of window 
on the first floor and a glass sliding door on the upper story opening on an elevated walled deck. The north crosswing has 
double windows on both levels. The rear crosswing contained the kitchen. The house is sited in the northwest corner of a 
rectangular half-acre lot with small yards in the front and on the north side. A driveway enters the south end of the frontage and 
passes the house to a one-story wood frame cottage with a square plan and a hipped roof. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In mid-February 1884, Robert Ripley Horton (1856-1917) bought three acres of undeveloped Eastham land from Boston builder 
Henry C. Prescott, and a week later the Barnstable Patriot reported that Horton, then the station agent at North Eastham’s rail 
depot, “is having a new house built” and had hired Eastham carpenter George Gill to build it.! Horton, the son of Isaiah Holbrook 
Horton (1814-74) and his second wife Louisa Doane (1818-98) of Eastham, had become depot master in 1877 and two years 
later married Chatham native Florence Crowell. They were married in late November 1879, and in April 1880 Florence Horton 
died. Robert Horton was in his widowed mother’s household in 1880 with his sisters Mary and Betsey. Within four months of 
having bought his parcel from Prescott, Horton married again, to Jennie A. Landerkin of Wellfleet. The 5130 State Highway 
house must just have been completed.” 


In 1900 the census listed Horton as the station agent in a household with his wife and four sons—Robert Elwood, Carroll 
Winslow, Edwin Weston, and Philip Smith—born between 1885 and 1891. By 1902, Eastham tax records document, Horton 
owned this house, assessed at $1000, a building known as Excelsior Hall just to the south, valued at $1000, a grain house, a 
hen house, a mill, and 53 acres of land. Excelsior Hall was probably 5030 State Highway (EAS.732) and was the site of the 
North Eastham post office—Robert R. Horton became North Eastham’s postmaster in 1882—as well as a short-lived pants 
factory and a skating rink; the Hortons held their son Carroll’s seventh birthday party in the building in 1894. By 1910 Horton was 
doing odd jobs and lived at 5130 State Highway with his wife, son Edwin, a factory bookkeeper, and Philip, a cutter in a belt 
factory. In 1913 or 1914 Horton was named the station master at the Eastondale depot and moved to Easton with his family. He 
died in Easton in April 1917.3 In the same month his widow transferred the 5130 State Highway property, then two acres with the 
buildings, to son Edwin, the only one of the brothers to have remained in Eastham.* 


Edwin Weston Horton was born in 1889 and worked as a fisherman in 1915 when he married Beatrice Hannah Rogers, daughter 
of Charles A. and Florence Hassard Rogers of Eastham. The 1920 census shows him in this neighborhood with his wife and 
their young children Edwin Jr. and Dorothy, and by then Weston had become a surfman at the Coast Guard station at Nauset. In 
1925 he sold 5130 State Highway of Obed Witherell Horton (1864-1933), the son of Robert R. Horton’s half-brother Isaiah H. 
Horton Jr. (1835-1903) and his wife Rachel D. Witherell (1837-1916).° In his early days Obed Horton as a mariner, but by the 
1890s he had moved to the Campello section of Brockton worked as a motorman for the Brockton Street Railway. His first wife, 
Dennis native Carrie Smith Horton, died in Brockton in 1902, and in 1905 Obed Horton was again living in Eastham when he 
married Helen M. Barrows, a housekeeper from East Bridgewater. By 1910 Obed Horton was a quahaug fisherman living with 
his wife and a hired man in Wellfleet. 


1 Henry C. Prescott, Boston, to Robert R. Horton, 19 February 1884, BCD 154:445; “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 26 February 1884, 3. 
? The wedding was reported in “All ‘Long Shore. Wellfleet,” Barnstable Patriot, 17 June 1884, 1. 
3 “North Eastham. Death of Robert R. Horton,” Hyannis Patriot, 9 April 1917, 4. 
4 Jennie A. Horton to Edwin W. Horton, 12 April 1917, BCD 352:183. 
5 Edwin W. Horton to Obed W. Horton, 3 October 1925, BCD 423:448. 
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In 1917, when he bought 5130 State Highway, Obed W. Horton succeeded Robert R. Horton at the North Eastham postmaster, 
and he also ran a general store in this part of town. The 1930 census lists him as running a general store and his wife as a clerk 
at the post office, and they lived with Horton’s granddaughter Florence G. Whidden and Helen Barrows’s sister Mary. Obed W. 
Horton died in North Eastham in December 1933. He had taken a second mortgage out on the 5130 State Highway property 
three years earlier, and Sandwich Co-operative Bank had foreclosed on the property by 1938. In 1942 the bank sold the two 
acres and its buildings to Hillard E. Acorn.® 


Hillard Elmer Acorn (1900-1970) was born on Prince Edward Island in Canada and came to the United States with his family 
when he was a boy. By 1910 the Acorns were living in New Bedford, where Hillard’s father Wesley was an oil works agent and 
then a cotton mill carpenter. By 1920 Hillard Acorn was a spinner in a New Bedford silk mill, but by 1926 he had become a 
cabinetmaker and carpenter. Between 1930 and 1932 Acorn moved to Eastham, and by 1940 he was listed as a resident of 
Kingsbury Beach Road along with his divorced mother Edith, his divorced sister Ola Hayes, and Ola’s four teenage sons. Acorn 
was then working on a town road crew but was unemployed by the time he registered for the draft in 1942. 


Hillard Acorn owned and occupied 5130 State Highway until he died, and in April 1971 the executor of his will sold the property 
to Frederick H. Bond Jr. of Southboro and Donald W. Browman of Brockton. About a year later the joint tenants sold the property 
to Louis A. and Esther T. Vose of Falmouth, who owned it for the next seven years. The property changed hands three times 
more before 1997 when Teodora S. Ficca of Plymouth, Connecticut, acquired it; Ficca was the owner of record in 2020.’ 
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§ “Death of North Eastham Postmaster,” Yarmouth Register, 23 December 1933, 5; Sandwich Co-operative Bank to Hillard E. Acorn, 2 
February 1942, BCD 589:289. 
7 Robert W. Hayes, executor will Hillard Acorn, to Frederick H. Bond Jr., Southboro, and Donald W. Browman, Brockton, 31 April 1971, BCD 
1508:8; Frederick H. Bond Jr., Southboro, and Donald W. Broman, Brockton, to Louis A. and Esther T. Vose, Falmouth, 20 May 1972, BCD 
1663:252; Louis A. Vose, Falmouth, to Kenneth W. Stevens III and Mary E. Stevens, 31 January 1979, BCD 2866:67; Kenneth W. Stevens III 
and Mary E. Stevens to Nauset Sports Inc., 20 August 1982, BCD 3540:243; Nauset Sports Inc., to Philip E. Clark, Route 6, 7 April 1983, BCD 
3712:66; Philip E. Clark, Orleans, to Teodora S. Ficca, Plymouth CT, 24 June 1997, BCD 10818:9. The house is depicted on Lot 2 of “Plan of 
Land in North Eastham Mass. for Louis A Vose,” October 1972, BCP 264:34 and on Lot A of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. for 
Louis A. Vose,” April 1977, BCP 335:12. 
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The 5130 State Highway house is shown at upper left, on Lot 2 of 
Vose’s 1972 subdivision plan (BCP 264:34). 
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View from NW. 
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View of cottage from SW. 
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